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Glashütte, 13 December 2018 

 

Moritz Grossmann celebrates star pieces as their 
successful auction with Christie’s comes to an 
end  
 
The 11th December marked the closing of a landmark moment for luxury German watch brand, 
Moritz Grossmann. To mark the 10th anniversary of its rebirth, Moritz Grossmann partnered with 
Christie’s to auction 24 unique pieces which represent the brand’s past, present and future. The 
24 pieces pay homage to Moritz Grossmann’s most recognisable features, such as the extremely 
fine hands, polished and annealed over an open flame by hand, and the high quality finish of 
each and every movement. The online auction also marked a historic moment for Christie’s, as 
this was the first time ever that the auction house has offered such a large capsule collection of 
new and unique watches. The successful partnership between Moritz Grossmann and Christie’s 
captured the attention of watch lovers around the world and introduced the brand to new 
audiences. The auction was 100% sold - all 24 timepieces were purchased – a huge success for 
the German brand.   
 
The auction saw strong support for Moritz Grossmann’s unique historical, classic as well as 
outstanding modern pieces. The hallmarks of the independent German brand, which represents 
superb craftsmanship and a combination of traditional and contemporary methods, were very 
well received. The movements are constructed and manufactured in-house, chamfered, chased 
and engraved by hand. The hands are extremely finely made with highly polished steel centers; 
seeing them is a reminder of what the standard should be for high grade hands in fine 
watchmaking.  
 
An original, 19th century Moritz Grossmann pocket watch became a standout timepiece from 
the auction. The piece stood out from the modern watches and will continue to be an important 
representation of Moritz Grossmann’s past. In another reflection of Moritz Grossmann’s history, 
the set of Atum 37 Hommage and Pocket Watch gained a lot of interest from buyers. The ATUM 
37 Hommage wristwatch is the very image of the historical pocket watch and perfectly 
showcases Moritz Grossmann’s classical design.  
 
The sucessful closing of the Christie’s auction represents the end of a busy decade for the revived 
brand. The craftsmanship involved in creating these 24 unique timepieces belies the fact that it 
is a mere 10 years since the manufactory’s revival and is testament to the company’s namesake, 
Moritz Grossmann. The partnership with Christie’s will introduce Moritz Grossmann to new 
audiences as the brand continues to grow. Descibed by Christie’s watch specialist, Ryan Chong, 
as ‘German watchmaking’s rising star’, Moritz Grossmann is confidently moving into its next 
decade to continue creating watches that are the perfect embodiment of the slogan: ‘Schönstes 
deutsches Handwerk’ -  ‘the most beautiful German craftsmanship’.   
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Watch Set - ATUM 37 Hommage and Moritz Grossmann Pocket Watch 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Original Moritz Grossmann Pocket Watch (19th century) 
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Notes to Editors 
 
About Moritz Grossmann Uhren: 
Moritz Grossmann, born in Dresden in 1826, was deemed a visionary among Germany's great horologists. In 
1854, his friend Ferdinand Adolph Lange persuaded the young, highly talented watchmaker to establish his own 
mechanical workshop in Glashütte. Apart from building a respected watchmaking business, Grossmann was 
committed to political and social causes. He established the German School of Watchmaking in 1878. Moritz 
Grossmann passed away unexpectedly in 1885, after which his manufacture was liquidated. 
 
The spirit of Moritz Grossmann's horological traditions sprang back to life in 2008 when trained watchmaker 
Christine Hutter discovered the venerable Glashütte brand and had it re-registered. She developed concepts and 
was inspired by the vision of reviving Grossmann's legacy more than 120 years later with a particularly exquisite 
wristwatch. And she convinced private watch enthusiasts to support her in making this dream come true. On 
11 November 2008, she incorporated Grossmann Uhren GmbH in Glashütte. 
 
At Grossmann, gifted watchmakers are preserving traditions without copying historic timepieces. With 
innovation, superb craftsmanship, a combination of traditional and contemporary manufacturing methods as 
well as precious materials, they celebrate "Schönstes deutsches Handwerk" with their watches. 
 

 

Follow Moritz Grossmann on: 
 
 

     
 
 
About Christie’s 
Christie’s, the world's leading art business, had global auction, private and digital sales in the first half of 2018 
that totalled £2.97 billion / $4.04 billion. Christie’s is a name and place that speaks of extraordinary art, 
unparalleled service and international expertise. Christie’s offers around 350 auctions annually in over 80 
categories, including all areas of fine and decorative arts, jewellery, photographs, collectibles, wine, and more. 
Prices range from $200 to over $100 million. Christie's also has a long and successful history conducting private 
sales for its clients in all categories, with emphasis on Post-War & Contemporary, Impressionist & Modern, Old 
Masters and Jewellery. 
 
Alongside regular sales online, Christie’s has a global presence in 46 countries, with 10 salerooms around the 
world including in London, New York, Paris, Geneva, Milan, Amsterdam, Dubai, Zürich, Hong Kong, and 
Shanghai. 
 
*Please note when quoting estimates above that other fees will apply in addition to the hammer price - see 
Section D of the Conditions of Sale at the back of the sale catalogue.  
 
*Estimates do not include buyer’s premium. Sales totals are hammer price plus buyer’s premium and are 
reported net of applicable fees.  
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http://www.facebook.com/moritzgrossmannglashuette
http://www.instagram.com/moritz_grossmann_
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCACsX70bKp93bzDtivTMZ4g
https://www.linkedin.com/company/grossmann-uhren-gmbh
https://www.xing.com/companies/grossmannuhrengmbh
http://boutique.grossmann-uhren.com/


Grossmann Uhren GmbH                 12/2018 4/4 

 

FOLLOW CHRISTIE’S ON: 
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