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Pressemitteilung 

 
Glashütte, 26 June 2015 

 
René Pape and Moritz Grossmann: 
“Pure Gold” meets “Pure Watchmaking Artistry” 
 
When René Pape first visited the Moritz Grossmann manufacture in August 2014, a 
bond was forged. The extremely versatile artist discovered Moritz Grossmann, the 
eminent watchmaker, perfectionist, and visionary who had a successful 
international debut in the 19th century with his trailblazing horological 
developments and became one of the most celebrated personalities in the 
watchmaking town of Glashütte. 
 
Like Moritz Grossmann, René Pape is a native of Dresden. He pursued his talent 
and his passion, underwent training as an operatic bass in Dresden, and became a 
member of the Berlin Staatsoper Unter den Linden in 1988. 
 
As a member of the Berlin ensemble, René Pape embodies all great bass roles. 
Additionally, he performs regularly in major opera houses, international concert 
halls, and opera festivals. Pape masters all the nuances of his discipline and is 
globally acclaimed for his talent.  
 
“Pure Gold – René Pape ... an artist who thrills his audiences with charisma, 
intelligence, and a one-in-a-million voice: the luxurious timbre of Pape’s supple, 
expressive bass is unmistakable. Its velvety, dark-brown texture shot with ear-
catching flashes of brightness.” (Opera News) 
 
He is the recipient of many international music awards, among them two Grammys 
(1998 and 2003) as well as the ECHO Classic for his solo CD “Gods, Kings and 
Demons” in 2009.  
 
René Pape stands by his roots: “I never left Dresden.” When the Dresden 
Frauenkirche was inaugurated in November 2005, he sang with the chorus of the 
Saxon State Opera. He is a regular guest at the Semper Opera House. And he 
enjoys spending his spare time at his house in Dresden. For René Pape, origin is 
an emotional concept. For Moritz Grossmann, it is the foundation of a vision: Origin 
of a new time.  
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We are proud of René Pape's enthusiasm for new-generation Grossmann 
watchmaking ingenuity. The fine art of singing touches a chord with the tradition 
art of precision horology. At the end of June 2015, René Pape will take possession 
of his white-gold BENU Power Reserve in Glashütte. 
 
We cordially welcome a new friend into the fold of the Moritz Grossmann family 
and eagerly look forward to upcoming onstage appearances. 
 
 
 
About René Pape: 
 
http://www.renepape.com/ 
http://www.staatsoper-berlin.de/de_DE/person/rene-pape.12813 
 
 
 
Moritz Grossmann Uhren:  
Moritz Grossmann, born in Dresden in 1826, was deemed a visionary among Germany's great horologists. In 1854, his friend Ferdinand 
Adolph Lange persuaded the young, highly talented watchmaker to establish his own mechanical workshop in Glashütte. Apart from building 
a respected watchmaking business, Grossmann was committed to political and social causes. He established the German School of 
Watchmaking in 1878. Moritz Grossmann passed away unexpectedly in 1885, after which his manufacture was liquidated. 
The spirit of Moritz Grossmann's horological traditions sprang back to life in 2008 when trained watchmaker Christine Hutter discovered the 
venerable Glashütte brand and had it re-registered. She developed concepts and was inspired by the vision of reviving Grossmann's legacy 
more than 120 years later with a particularly exquisite wristwatch. And she convinced private watch enthusiasts to support her in making this 
dream come true. On 11 November 2008, she incorporated Grossmann Uhren GmbH in Glashütte. 
At Grossmann, gifted watchmakers are preserving traditions without copying historic timepieces. With innovation, superb craftsmanship, a 
combination of traditional and contemporary manufacturing methods as well as precious materials, they have created an “Origin of a new 
time” with their watches.   
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